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Customer Profile: L Ethnicity This District State
Hampton City Schools in Virginia has been using Let’s Go ‘ \?\II?]:?; g?ﬁﬁ é%g
Learn’s DORA assessment since 2004 with just under 7000 of ‘F Hispanic 39, 9%,
their students. The school district serves a large population { Asian 2% 5%
of students that are eligible for the free or reduced lunch American Indian <1% <1%
program; 44% of the student body is eligible, compared to Hawaiian <1% <1%
the Virginia state average of 15%. Hampton City Schools Source: VA Dept. of Education, 2007-2008

understands the value of the diagnostic data DORA
provides when dealing with the needs of a diverse student body.Their teachers have been trained to use this diagnostic data to drive
individualized instruction in each classroom.

Study Methodology and Data:

All 41 students completed a DORA assessment prior to the introduction of Unique Reader, and they also completed a post assessment
after approximately 7 months of using Unique Reader. The before and after scores from these students were divided into groups based
on Unique Reader usage. 175 units or less on Unique Reader is considered ‘Medium’ usage. More than 175 units is considered ‘High' usage.
The medium-use group spent on average 11 hours on the program.The high-use group spent on average 23 hours on the program.

Results:*
The students in the high-use group had higher gains than the medium-use group for all 7 of the reading subskills tested by DORA. Except
for Phonemic Awareness for the medium-use group, gains are statistically greater than zero on all skills for both usage groups. High-use
students’ average gains exceed medium-use average gains for every reading skill, and this difference is statistically significant for word
recognition, phonics,and phonemic awareness. The blue bars show amount of gains for the medium-use group and the red bars show
gains for the high-use group. For purposes of comparison, the white bars show the amount of gain that would be expected for typically
developing non-special needs students using Unique Reader during the same 7-month period: one grade-level increase per school year,
approximately 10 months.

Conclusions:* Average Gains in Seven Reading Skills
Children with special needs and their teachers benefit from by Amount of Unique Reader Usage
DORA assessment and from the Unique Reader learning 12
environment. Teachers who better understand the specific W SPED students
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reading-skill learning needs of individual students are bk
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shown that typically developing students benefit from ® 56 |
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learning environment tailors precisely to their level. It is n 175 units
now becoming clear that the same is true for students with E 0.2 1
speaal ne_eds. For flve of seven readln'g skills, students 0.0 O Expected gain
with special needs in the high-use Unique Reader group HE  WR  PH PA VO SP  CO for non-SPED
gained on average more than the average gain expected . . students
for typically developing students. The data from these Rea:|n§15k|II

Hampton students indicate that this often under-served
population can make important advances in reading skills,  DORA Subskills: HF=High-Frequency Words, WR=Word Recognition, PH=Phonics,
and that DORA and Unique Reader provide the kind of PA=Phonemic Awareness, VO=Vocabulary, SP=Spelling, CO=Comprehension

support they and their teachers need to realize those goals. . . .
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